
From the Desk of Sheila Dowell…
 After so many months of wishing 2020 was over and 2021 would arrive, 
it finally has! Having taken the time in January to reflect back and remind 
ourselves of all the good things we enjoyed during 2020: the resilience we 
saw in people we knew and their outpouring of good will and gratitude; 
the nature walks; laughter “Zoom Sessions” with family members;…we 
were both ready to “get back to Life”!

 My real estate business continued in 2020 to survive and grow…amazing 
both me AND Michael! However, FarmNet-the printing/mailing company 
I used for 15 years was not so lucky. After losing both their paper and ink 
suppliers, they then lost their lease! I was fortunate enough, however, to 
find a local company who will continue what I started many years ago: an 
every-other-month written and mailed real estate/home trends newsletter. 
Thank you, Print Max, Kirk and Beth; www.printmax.com

 I am posting a weekly blog and these newsletters on my website now 
at www.SheilaDowell.com in the event that you prefer that medium. If you 
want to discontinue having this newsletter mailed to you, please send that 
email to sheila@sheiladowell.com. 

 And now…The NEWS is out…2020 was a remarkable year for Home 
Sales! Single-family home sales surpassed 2019’s record volume by more 
than 10%, even as the supply of homes withered to the lowest levels of 
all time. Without new listings to backfill that supply, inventory by year’s 
end was down to its lowest level in history – a 1.9-months supply. One of 
the reasons for the lower level: Homeowners are staying in their homes 
longer…10.5 years vs the 7 years we used to quote. 

 What is expected for 2021? Lawrence Yun, chief economist for the 
National Association of Realtors shared his views in an end-of-2020 Real 
Estate Conference: He is forecasting a 21% jump in new home sales and 
a 9% jump in existing-home sales in 2021. In addition to his forecast for 
strong sales, Yun also believes mortgage rates will average 3.1% in 2021. 
Additionally, he believes home prices will gain an additional 3% in 2021. 
These are very strong forecasts that we will follow throughout the year!

 Regarding foreclosures and their impact on the market, Nick Bailey, 
chief customer officer at ReMax, LLC addressed the concerns being voiced 
about near-future massive foreclosures. His view: There are foreclosures 
in every market, but right now 34% of the households in the U.S. do not 
have a mortgage, 63% have positive equity and only 2% of homes in the 
U.S. have negative equity. 

 What is happening right here…right now…in our neighborhoods? More 
of the same: low inventory, multiple offers on many homes and rising 
prices. 

 Planning to buy OR sell in 2021? Call me NOW if selling: it takes 
time for my team to professionally stage your home, have professional 
photography done and work up the plan to optimize your return and 
minimize your days on the market…all that takes place after we make our 
marketing plan!  Buyers need a plan, too. The buyers’ market has changed 
dramatically over the last few years. Let me help!
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12 W. Lake Forest Ct. Under contract in ONLY 4 days!

 Michael is Sheila’s husband of 35+ years. His hobbies include 
dancing, music (learning now to play the electric keyboard) and 
gourmet cooking- especially baking.

 Whew! We have been cooking dinner 29 out of 30 days a 
month during 2020 pandemic months, so we decided to make 
February “the Chef’s Easy Night Dinner month”…repeating 
favorites more than once and using salads as a “main course” 
many nights! Accompanied by thick slices of the fabulous Sour 
Dough Bread cooked fresh at Whole Foods, we didn’t feel like we 
were denying ourselves at all! We rediscovered “Michael’s Roast” 
and embellished it with more vegetables than ever. Instead of 
baking it and having it over 2 weeks, we decided to try it several 
days in a row! We discovered that it only got more tender and 
richer in flavor every time we warmed it up. And, of course, more 
vegetables were added every time they got low. Try it!

Michael’s Roast
Ingredients

 • 3.5-4 lb bottom round roast

 • 1 large or 2 smaller yellow onions, cut large

 • 3-4 long celery stalks, cut large

 • 3-4 large carrots (washed and peeled), cut large

 • 4 (or more) red potatoes, quartered

 • Olive Oil for searing the meat and seating the onions

 • 2 cups of beef broth

 • 1 cup of merlot wine

 Preheat your oven to 325 degrees. Dry the roast, then salt and 
pepper. Sear roast in olive oil on all sides in large stockpot. Sweat 
onions in same pot after searing the meat. Add beef broth and 
merlot, then stir.

 Put roast, vegetables and broth mixture into deep baking pan-
meat on a raised rack-and cook 1hr @325 degrees, then lower 
to 275 degrees for approximately 1.5 more hr. or until a meat 
thermometer inserted into roast registers 140-145 degrees for 
medium. Let rest for 15 minutes before cutting.

When we warmed up the roast and remaining vegetables the next 
evening, we were amazed at how much more tender and delicious 
the roast was. This made 5 generous meals for each of us. Of 
course, we added another cup of broth and more vegetables as 
we wanted!

As the wine “aficionado” in our Family, 
Sheila has been taking wine classes during 
the pandemic and has now decided to 
suggest a complementary wine in this 
section once in a while.  This month, she 
advocates Peju Merlot, 2016, $35/bottle 
@ HEB Creekside. Full Bodied, fruity and 
softer- not acidic. Tony and Herta Peju 
bought their land in Napa in 1983 and 
have recently turned over responsibility of 
the Winery to their 2 daughters, Lisa and 
Adriana. Visit www.peju.com.

“Master Chef
in-Training” 

Some Short Notes
Something we will all want to watch in the next few weeks: 
property taxes assessments for our homes that will be sent 
by the Harris/Montgomery County Taxing Authorities. With 
the increased sales prices, I am expecting increased property 
values/tax assessments in many neighborhoods. The window 
for protesting these are short, so visit www.mcad-tx.org or 
www.hcad.org for current information. As always, don’t hesitate 
to ask me for support in that area if you need it.

 Considering a property purchase in 2021? Ask your lender 
for a pre-approval letter before you start the process. With our 
reduced inventories, sellers are asking for stronger proof of 
your ability to buy. Pre-approval will ensure that your financials 
have been received and reviewed in addition to your credit.

THANKS TO ALL MY CLIENTS FOR THEIR 
REFERRALS AND CONTINUED SUPPORT!

 To Chris H. (and his wife, Danica) for referring Chris’ mother, 
Gene to me.  She was looking for a single story home in The 
Woodlands with a pool. The inventory for that kind of home - 
single story+pool - is always lean…and more so during 2020! So 
it took a few months before we found “the right one”. Thanks to 
Chris and Danica for the referral AND to Gene for putting her trust 
in my ability to help her find what she was looking for.

 To Allison R. - she returned to Texas after 10 years in Northern 
California. She found exactly the “home with a deep lot” that she 
wanted in Woodforest. Retirement for her meant “Coming Home 
to Montgomery County”.

 To Cecile H., already retired and managing a small portfolio of 
rental homes that augment her income - thanks for asking me 
to help again with 2 of those homes! Rental rates (like property 
taxes) keep going up.

 To Mike and Kelly, for listing their fabulous home on 2 acres in 
Lake Creek Forest with me. It went under contract in 4 days!

 Do you have a friend or family member looking to move soon? 
Whether they are moving a few cities away or across the country, 
call me. I have outstanding Realtor associates in many parts of 
Texas and the U.S.A. who can help.

12 W. Lake Forest Ct. Under contract in ONLY 4 days!
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The Increased Emotional Value of Home
 The pandemic has shined a bright spotlight on housing 
in general. Residential real estate has become both more 
functional (move-in ready is critical to most buyers today: 
Close the sale, get the keys, move in and start living!) and more 
emotional. Consumers aren’t just searching for a house; they’re 
seeking “home.”

 While the pandemic has confined us to our homes to the 
point where we’ll do anything for a change of scenery, it has 
also pointed out how many things a home can be for us:

Home is shelter.

Home is safety.

Home is family.

Home is school, the gym, the movie theater, the best local 
restaurant.

 Consumers appreciate “home” more than ever.  Even with the 
low inventory levels, buyers do not want to compromise the 
picture they have of what they want in their next “home”!

PPG 2021 Paint Colors
(and the feelings they evoke)

 PPG’s 2021 paint color and design trends reflect on well-
being, sustainability and human connection.  The feelings they 
evoke are designed to help us move past fear, transcend our 
limitations and aim for a more balanced world by connecting 
with our fellow humans in compassion and kindness. 

 Both natural and serene, PPG’s 2021 Paint Color Palette 
of the Year was chosen by the design and color experts to 
bring warmth, lightness and a sense of calm to a space. They 
are made with versatile tones that can be used as either the 
supporting OR dominant color in the room. They are:

   Transcend - a mid-tone oatmeal-colored hue that draws 
on “earthy” influences. The antidote to an era of cool grays, 
Transcend emulates the feeling of a warm latte on a cool 
morning, or warm sand on a sunny summer day.

   Big Cypress, a “shaded ginger with persimmon undertones” 
is PPG’s equivalent of a big, comforting hug for your home!

   Misty Aqua, a watercolor that simulates a deep blue sky, 
provides an unexpected feeling of freshness against the 2 
other warm, earthy tones.

Other themes for Paint Palettes from PPG include

   BE Well: “creating space for comfort, support and joy”, this 
trend celebrates beauty that comes from living with wellness as 
a priority.

   BE True: “vintage-inspired colors with recycled and 
contemporary touches”….This palette tells a story that 
celebrates authenticity and connection by featuring “the 
artisan’s touch” and renewing traditional know-how.  

   BE Wild: “bright and playful paint colors”… By embracing joy, 
these paint colors contribute to a mood-boosting mindset with 
energetic colors and grounding neutrals to inspire! 

Go to https://www.ppgpaints.com/color/color-
collections/2021-paint-color-trends to view all colors online.
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