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It’s December and the focus in on The Holidays: celebrating with Family 
and Friends! A New Year’s Celebration ushering in 2020 is already pen-
ciled in on the calendar. Who thinks of moving during this time of year? 
Only the select few who must be relocated by January! For them, I have 
outlined 3 opportunities that are an “easy drive from Houston”…
outstanding communities with parks, nearby schools and retail. 

Located South of Houston in Richmond, Texas, Harvest Green is a mas-
terfully planned community offering homes, schools, retail, parks and an 
on-site farm. Named 2018 Master-planned Community of the Year by the 
Greater Houston Builders Association, Harvest Green-- Houston’s first “Agri-
hood,”--will offer residents the opportunity to enjoy fresh produce grown 
from the master-planned community’s on-site farm. It’s a unique lifestyle 
where residents are taught how to grow their own produce, either in their 
own backyard gardens--each new home in Harvest Green comes with their 
own ready-to-grow backyard garden-- or as part of the Community’s Farm 
Club.  Residents also will be able to pick berries, herbs and other produce 
from several designated gardens throughout the community while an 
event barn will host chef-instructed culinary classes, farm-to-table dinners 
and various social gatherings. Homes range from the high $200s to 
$600k+. Located on the Grand Parkway at West Airport Boulevard, Harvest 
Green is a 1,300-acre master-planned community. For more information, 
visit www.harvestgreentexas.com. 

And now to the North and a visit to Woodforest and Lennar Builder’s new 
Bungalow Collection. Priced in the $230-300k range, these homes offer 
residents home ownership on a smaller scale. Home amenities include the 
welcoming front porch, a kitchen with open access to the dining area and 
family room, a spacious master bedroom with en-suite master bathroom, 
and generous closet and storage space. Square footage ranges from 1,280 
to 2,146. Woodforest began in 2007 as a new master-planned community 
with a small-town feel, one that would include first-rate amenities and 
homes designed to suit the needs of residents at all stages of life. The de-
veloper chose 3,000 acres of wooded terrain bordering the Woodforest 
Golf Club in South Montgomery County. They were determined to create an 
alluring retreat among the trees, preserving the natural beauty of the for-
ested land in the area. Now home to almost 60,000 residents, Woodfor-
est’s new homebuilding continues at a record pace. New homes are priced 
from the $200’s to the millions. Visit www.woodforesttx.com for more in-
formation. 

Moving over to the northwest side of Houston, we can visit Towne Lake, 
a master planned community with a 300-acre lake, the largest private rec-
reational lake in Houston. With over 14 miles of shoreline and a 6 mile 
continuous boat ride, Towne Lake offers unprecedented lakeside living for 
ALL its residents!  Connected trails, waterways and scenic coves allow 
neighbors easy access to the lake and community amenities, creating a 
unique lakeside living experience. Homes range from the high $200’s to 1 
million. An active 55+ Neighborhood is also here, making Towne Lake the 
perfect fit for multi-generational living! If you decide to visit, you can set 
sail on your new home adventure with a free pontoon boat tour of Towne 
Lake! A friendly boat captain will guide you through the community and 
answer any questions you may have. Call the visitor’s center to schedule: 
281-256-2772. Bordered by 290, West Road and Barker Cypress Road, 
Towne Lake is right in the heart of the Cypress-Fairbanks area, surrounded 
by restaurants, shopping, as well as educational and recreational opportu-
nities.  Zoned to the highly-acclaimed Cy-Fair ISD, Towne Lake is home to 3 
onsite schools. Visit townelaketexas.com for more information. 

See you all in 2020! 
 

~ Sheila  
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Sheila Dowell's 
“Home News” 

News To Help You Save  
Time, Money and Have Some Fun! 



 Thanks to All my Clients for their Referrals! 
There are SO many people to say “Thank You” to this time! 

It’s been a remarkable year….a chance for me to “get personal” with some of my clients…pre-
planning, planning, then re-planning. Selling and Buying a home have many “twists in the road”. Being 
willing to change-sometimes the market won’t substantiate a sales price- is the key in listing a home for 
sale. OR there are more buyers for that single story home than we expected. Because we use previous 
information to determine value as we look out to the future…whether that is in listing a home for sale 
OR in looking for sale comparables with a buyer…we can find ourselves out of touch with the current 
market.  As we are looking, the market is changing! 
     Thank you to Natalia and Carlos Richer for believing I was the right agent to list their home in 
the Enclave on the Cove. It took 3 weeks to get ready…moving out the old furniure, staging the 
home, doing touch-up painting and more. 
     Thank you to Mike and Phaedra Dugan: we have known each other for 15 years and now, 
Mike is retired, and you and your family are ensconced in the Florida/Alabama area. Your town-
home at 23 Cobble Gate is listed with me and I think it will go fast once the current lease is up! 
     Margaret and Gabriella, 2 sisters who moved here from Washington State. They sold their 
home there and were thrilled with the choices they had in our South Montgomery County Neighbor-
hoods.  Their new home in Imperial Oaks is just want they had hoped for! 
     Dennis and Fran Flamini, who moved here from Illinois and leased until they could decide 
where to buy! Too many choices, they said. The single story home-smaller than they had anticipated 
they would buy- is 5 minutes from their daughter and grandchildren. That was the reason they 
moved here and were excited to make that dream come true. 
After 25 years of being in Full Time Real Estate Sales, I still get excited when I am 
asked to help someone with the biggest investment they will probably ever make! 

“Master Chef- 
in-Training” 
 
Michael is Sheila’s husband of 

30+years. His hobbies include ballroom dancing 
(Still Dancing!), gourmet cooking - especially bak-
ing, and -just added- GOLF! We played golf 15 
years ago (Michael, the natural athlete and 
Sheila… not so), so the return to this sport has 
been a bit slow. Fortunately, we aren’t thinking of 
competing with this sport! 

  
I took a hiatus for a couple of years from trying 

out new recipes, but recently I have started look-
ing again. Echoing Sheila’s article here on sim-
plicity, I started with a couple of meals that are 
tasty but easy to prepare. It gives me more time 
to focus on the event! This one is from the Pio-
neer Woman, Ree Drummond…my new favorite 
“cooking mentor”! 

  

Ranch Pork Chops  
Sheet Pan Supper 

 
Ingredients 
2 T of Honey 
2 T of Worcestershire sauce 
1 3.5 oz packet Ranch Dressing Mix 
5 T Olive Oil 
1 ½ tsp freshly ground black pepper 
4 boneless pork chops, ¾-1” thick 
1 lb Baby Yukon Gold potatoes, halved (new 
white potatoes if no Yukon Gold is available) 
8 oz of green beans trimmed (can find these al-
ready trimmed if you don’t mind bagged green 
beans) 
2 T fresh parsley leaves 
 
Directions 
Preheat the oven to 475 degrees Fahrenheit. 
In a small bowl, mix together the honey, Worces-
tershire sauce, 2 T of the Ranch Dressing Mix, 2 
T of the olive oil, and 1 tsp of the pepper until 
combined. 
Brush the mixture over the chops on both sides 
and place in a row on 1 side of a sheet pan using 
tongs. 
In a medium mixing bowl,  add the potatoes, 2 T 
of olive oil, 1 T of Ranch Dressing Mix, and ¼ tsp 
of pepper and toss to coat. Tip the contents of 
the bowl carefully onto the middle of the sheet 
pan next to the pork chops. Bake for 15 minutes. 
Meanwhile, add the green beans to a bowl with 
the remaining olive oil, Ranch Dressing Mix, and 
¼ tsp pepper and toss. 

When the 15 minutes is up, remove the sheet 
pan from the oven and flip the pork chops over. 
Toss the potatoes to coat again and add them 
and the green beans to the empty space at the 
side of the baking sheet. 

Bake until the vegetables are just beginning to 
brown, about 7 minutes more. Garnish with the 
parsley and serve. 

Why People Are Loving Soft,  
Soothing Colors at Home 

 

Color has the ability to make us feel calm in a chaotic world — and that’s 
reflected in some new 2020 palettes for our homes.  

 
Wellness is the common thread that stitches together the 5 color palettes 

that Sherwin-Williams recently released for next year, said Michael Plank, 
the company’s director of color marketing and design. 

 
As Plank told Design Chicago attendees, those palettes — meant to “bring 

joy, serenity and focus to the mind, body and spirit,” according to Sherwin-
Williams — include Mantra, a collection of dusty pinks and warm beiges influ-
enced by minimalism, serenity and sanctuary, and Haven, a set of richer but 
still muted blues, greens and grays that draws from simplicity and “beckons 
to those seeking an oasis.” 

Sherwin-Williams’ annual forecast “is a reflection of key influences in pop 
culture, fashion, design and technology, which are constantly evolving,” the 
company’s director of color marketing Sue Wadden told Houzz. “Each year, 
our global color and design team travels the world to research and identify 
key trends that influence the way we interact with color. From those findings, 
the team turns emerging themes into the annual forecast, and 2020 was all 
about wellness and slowing down to bring our best selves into the next dec-
ade.” 

 
Experts from Benjamin Moore noted similar trends in their company’s 

2019 palettes compared with recent years. In a Design Chicago presentation 
on Benjamin Moore palettes of the last 5 years, 2019’s colors had a more 
minimalist feel overall, with fewer highlighted colors and more whites, grays 
and pale blues. Instead of 2018’s bold red Caliente, for instance, a soft gray 
called Metropolitan was featured this year. 

 
“For 2019, we observed a shift where quietude and a retreat from noise 

and chaos seemed to pervade the mood,” Hannah Yeo, a Benjamin Moore 
color and development expert, told Houzz. “There’s a need to pause and en-
joy not only moments of quiet and tranquility, but also the small details that 
we may otherwise overlook when we are immersed in the hustle and bustle 
of the day. For all the attention on color as an escape from an overwhelming 
world, designers and homeowners may be glad to know that the latest hues 
are also tied to optimism. Colors such as Benjamin Moore’s First Light and 
even offerings from companies abroad, like Dulux’s just-released 2020 Color 
of the Year, the pale green Tranquil Dawn, bring to mind a sense of peaceful 
new beginnings, in name as well as appearance. 
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  A free market evaluation of my property.    Now  In three months  In six months 
  I’m interested in buying a home.  I have a question for you. 
  Purchasing investment property.  Enter me in this month’s drawing for:  
  Giving you a referral.       $100.00 Gift Certificate to Peli Peli (1/31/20) 
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OUR CITY, HOUSTON:  
GROWTH, CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Houston is one of the fastest-growing 
and most diverse places in the country. 
In 2018, the Houston metropolitan 
area’s population exceeded 7 million. It 
was adding approximately 259 new peo-
ple per day and ranked 2nd in the nation 
in terms of population growth. This trend 
is predicted to continue over the long 
term; the moderate growth scenario for 
the Houston metro area predicts ap-
proximately one million new residents 
per decade over the next 40 years. Fur-

thermore, over the past three decades, the Houston area has transformed into one of the most ethnically diverse places in the 
United States, with a population that is 37% white, 37% Hispanic, 17% black and 8% Asian. 

Houston has always had a reputation as a city of big ideas. Whether as the center of the nation’s oil and gas sector or as 
“Space City.” These historical focal points remain key to the city’s and region’s future, but shifts toward the Texas Medical Center 
(the largest medical complex in the world), the continued development of world-class restaurant and cultural arts scenes, and a 
growing innovation economy are changing the way Houston is seen both inside and outside the region. 

Houston’s growth has also brought with it a number of pressing challenges. The regional transportation network has not 
kept up with the rapid population growth, leading to congestion and aging infrastructure. For 5 years straight, Houston residents 
have named traffic congestion as the biggest problem facing the region.   

Climate change and environmental pollution also represent a serious challenge for Houston. With heavy industry located 
along the Houston Ship Channel, communities and neighborhoods in the eastern part of the Houston area have suffered for dec-
ades from the effects of environmental pollution. Houston’s location on the Gulf Coast also makes it vulnerable to the effects of 
climate change, including rising sea levels, storm surge, and the predicted increase in frequency and severity of tropical weather 
events. 

These challenges belong to ALL of us in the region and must be addressed by the entire Houston Metroplex in order for 
Houston to continue its growth in a more sustainable and equitable manner. Interviews with over 44,000 residents have recently 
included those in the quickly growing neighboring Montgomery and Fort Bend counties. (See the complete 2019 Kinder Houston 
Area Survey @ https://kinder.rice.edu/kinder-houston-area-survey)  
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Enter to win $100 Gift Certificate to ...  

the New Restaurant in The Woodlands Town Center - “Southern Hospitality with a South African Twist”! 


